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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Braintree, 

Essex. 

CM?  6HB 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
V/itham  Urban  District  Council. 


October  1972 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  information  the  Annual  Deport  for 
1971  on  the  health,  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  V/itham  Urban 
District. 

I  am  grateful  to  Dr.  J.A.  Slattery,  Area  Medical  Officer,  Mid-Essex,  for 
providing  statistics  relating  to  work  carried  out  at  Essex  County  Council  clinics 
in  the  area. 

The  Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  the  population  is  17*390,  giving 
an  increase  of  1,120  over  1970. 

There  was  a  total  of  470  live  births  recorded,  an  increase  of  54  over  1970. 

The  birth  rate,  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  0.99*  was  2 6.7.  This  is 
above  last  year’s  figure  of  25.3  and  very  much  above  the  birth  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  which  is  16. 0.  Attempts  by  the  Council  to  defuse  the  population 
explosion  by  requesting  a  Family  Planning  Clinic  and  by  providing  a  grant  towards 
its  expenses  met  with  success  in  that  a  clinic  was  opened  in  V/itham  during  1971. 

There  were  8  infant  deaths  during  the  year  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate 
of  17*0.  Causes  of  these  deaths  were  (1)  Anencephaly  (2)  and  (3)  Prematurity 
(4)  Virus  pneumonitis  (5)  Acute  anoxia,  aspiration  of  gastric  fluid  (6)  Circulatory 
failure.  Bronchopneumonia.  Congenital  heart  disease.  Cleft  palate  (7)  Broncho¬ 
pneumonia.  Biliary  atresia  (8)  Not  accounted  for. 

The  general  mortality  rate  (corrected)  was  10*5  in  V/itham  compared  with  11.6 
for  England  and  Wales.  Lung  cancer  deaths  dropped  from  8  in  1970  to  6  in  1971 
and  deaths  from  bronchitis  and  emphysema  also  diminished  from  5  in  1970  to  3  in 
1971*  lour  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  referred  to  the  clean  air  in  Witham 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  reports  on  the  dangers  of  smoking  by  both  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  and  the  World  Health  Organisation  during  the  year  are  having 
some  impact  on  morbidity  and  mortality  rates  in  the  area. 

The  year  1971  was  a  fairly  good  one  regarding  notifiable  infectious  disease. 

There  were  99  cases  of  measles  notified,  compared  with  178  the  previous  year,  7 
cases  of  infective  hepatitis,  3  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  3  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Staff  medical  examinations  continued  to  be  carried  out  relating  to  the 
Superannuation  Act,  to  the  licensing  of  heavy  goods  vehicle  drivers  and  other  matters. 

It  is  a  difficult  task  in  an  urban  district  to  maintain  an  equilibrium  between 
the  needs  of  the  community  through  industry  and  the  minimising  of  noise  and  smell 
produced  by  industrial  processes.  That  excessive  noise  is  measurable  and  a  known 
health  hazzard  in  that  it  can  damage  hearing  are  known  facts.  It  is  how'ever  a 
difficult  task  to  prove  that  an  unpleasant  smell  is  a  health  hazzard  and  also 
sometimes  to  decide  when  a  smell  is  unpleasant,  there  are  qualitative  and  quantitative 
difficulties  here.  In  one  case  of  annoyance  due  to  industrial  smell  in  V/itham  in  1971 
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the  Council  was  concerned  for  a  number  of  people  who  were  annoyed  but  there 
was  no  proven  health  hazard  regarding  smell  either  for  the  section  of  the 
community  who  complained,  or  for  the  industrial  workers  themselves  whose 
work  produced  the  smell. 

No  one  can  contemplate  with  equanimity  the  problems  facing  the  ever- 
increasing  number  of  elderly  people  in  the  community  today.  It  is  a  national 
failing  that  services  for  elderly  residents  which  are  adequate  from  Monday  to 
Friday  in  many  respects  are  cut  off  from  Friday  night  until  Monday  morning. 
Furthermore  the  risks  for  this  section  of  society  in  the  winter  months  due  to 
hypthermia  have  been  increased  by  electricity  cuts  due  to  strikes.  The  Council's 
housing  completions  in  1971  included  12  old  persons  units  for  Greater  London 
Council  nominees  under  the  Town  Development  Scheme. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
for  their  interest  and  support  throughout  the  year.  To  other  Officers  and  to  my 
Secretary,  Miss  M.  Anness,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  their  very 
considerable  assistance  in  1971  • 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 

ELIZABETH  J.  VAUGHAN. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Collingwood  Road, 
Witham,  Essex. 

October  20th,  1972 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Witham  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  conjunction  with  the  Report  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  beg  to 
present  details  of  the  environmental  health  work  of  the  department  during  1971 • 

The  major  change  was  of  course  in  the  transfer  in  January  of  the  administ¬ 
ration  of  the  refuse  and  sewage  services  to  another  department.  The  accompanying 
transfer  of  staff  impaired  our  overall  functioning  for  some  time,  though  this  was 
in  course  of  being  rectified  at  the  end  of  the  year.  So  far  as  the  two  services 
are  concerned,  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  results  of  the  changeover,  with  the 
associated  introduction  of  work  study,  in  this  first  year  have  hardly  justified 
the  interruption  of  their  long  record  of  smooth  and  effective  performance,  nor 
the  discard  of  departmental  expertise  in  these  particular  fields,  without  which 
the  town  development  programme  could  have  been  jeopardised. 

During  the  year  the  rate  of  development  appeared  to  have  passed  its  peak, 
though  this  effect  may  have  been  exaggerated  by  the  national  slow-down  in 
industrial  development.  House  building  was  less  in  both  public  and  private 
sectors,  your  Council’s  contribution  of  182  completions,  all  for  G.L.C.  nominees, 
comparing  with  455  in  1970.  Once  again  no  additional  provision  was  made  for 
local  housing  demand,  and  while  this  is  to  some  extent  being  met  by  using 
"re-let”  houses  on  the  town  development  estates,  this  is  only  a  temporary 
expedient  obscuring  the  real  extent  of  the  requirement.  District  housing 
conditions  generally  are  good  however:  there  is  no  gross  overcrowding,  the 
clearance  programme  has  been  completed,  there  is  little  serious  disrepair, 
and  improvement  work  continues  on  a  satisfactory  scale.  In  this  last  context, 
the  Council  is  mounting  a  massive  improvement  programme  for  its  older  Council 
houses.  Condensation  problems  proved  less  widespread  than  in  1970,  though  a 
number  of  difficult  cases  had  to  receive  attention.  Insect  pests  of  various 
kinds  were  dealt  with;  the  re-appearance  of  fleas  and  bugs  is  an  interesting 
phenomenon  curiously  parallelled  by  the  re-emergence  of  scabies  and  head-lice 
as  current,  though  fortunately  small  scale  health  problems. 

Food  hygiene  work  continues  to  occupy  a  major  part  of  the  department's 
time,  routine  inspection  of  all  food  preparation,  premises  and  handling  being 
maintained.  Sampling,  both  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1995 i  and  as  a  check 
on  hygiene,  has  been  intensified,  and  investigation  commenced  into  the  use  of 
new  food  additives.  Public  awareness  of  the  local  authority's  part  in 
protecting  food  standards  is  evidenced  by  the  continued  increase  in  the  number 
and  variety  of  foods  brought  to  the  office  for  investigation. 

Conditions  of  employment  in  shops  and  offices  in  the  area  are  generally 
good  and  the  year's  routine  work  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act  and  Regulations  calls  for  no  special  comment. 
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Industrial  smells,  in  V/itham  as  elsewhere,  remain  among  the  most 
intractable  of  current  environmental  problems*  In  one  case  of  gross 
annoyance  to  residents  trie  Council  has  insisted  on  enforcement  procedure. 

In  a  number  of  cases,  it  has  been  the  department's  experience  that 
neither  the  companies  about  to  introduce  odorous  processes  nor  the 
specialist  firms  they  employ  to  control  them  fully  appreciate  at  the 
planning  stage  the  extreme  difficulty  of  completely  eliminating  under 
all  conditions  odours  which  to  many  people  are  both  obvious  and 
obnoxious  in  micro-minute  concentrations. 

Current  problems  must  not  be  allowed  to  obscure  the  general  pattern 
hov.rever.  V/itham  is  fortunate  in  its  overall  environment,  set  in  most 
attractive  rural  surroundings,  with  two  pleasant  rivers, with  up-to-date 
services,  clean  air  and  good  communications  -  here  surely  are  conditions 
ideally  appropriate  to  the  town's  accelerated  growth  ana  to  the  healthy 
integration  of  its  new  residents  in  a  vigorous  properly  balanced 
community. 

This  Report  contains  also  the  usual  data  and  factual  information 
on  these  and  other  aspects  of  the  department's  work.  I  am  greatly 
indebted  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  the 
Council,  my  colleagues  v  other  departments  and  other  authorities,  and 
not  least  to  my  own  loyal  staff,  for  their  continued  support  and  assistance 
throughout  the  year. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
lour  obedient  Servant, 


E.H.C .  WADHAMS 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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STATISTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

000 

7,329 

Population  (Registrar  General's  estimate) 

000 

000 

17,390 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ... 

•  •0 

000 

5,900 

Rateable  value  ...  ... 

0  0  0 

000 

£942,278 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ... 

0  0  0 

000 

£9,400 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

250 

208 

458 

Illegitimate 

3 

9 

12 

Total  live  births 

253 

217 

470 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

000 

000 

27.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total 

live  births 

000 

3.0 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figur 

e  of  0.99 

000 

26.7 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population 

0  0  0 

16.0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Femal e 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

- 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

- 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 

€00 

000 

8.0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  England  and  Wales  ... 

000 

12.0 

Total  live  and  still  births  -  474 

INFANT  DEATHS 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  - 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

3 

8 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total  infant  deaths 

5 

3 

8 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


Total  -infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  .... 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  total 
live  births)  •  • »  •«»  » » »  » *  o 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week 
combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ... 

Infantile  mortality  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  live  births 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  ... 


17.0 

17.0 

Nil. 

9.0 

6.0 

15.0 

18.0 


Nil. 

Nil. 


DEATHS 


Male 

89 


Female  Total 


55 


144 


Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 
Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  1.27 
Death  rate  per  1 ,000  population  England  and  Wales 


8.5 

10.5 

11.6 


All  the  above  rates  are  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  given 
by  the  Registrar  General. 


7. 

DEATHS  PROM  ALL  CAUSES  1971 


The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied,  by  the  Registrar 
General  a.nd  the  classification  is  given  under  the  seventy-three  headings 
based  on  the  Internationa]  Abbreviated  List  (B  list)  of  the  International 
Classification.  The  original  list,  circulated  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
in  19 68,  has  been  changed  to  include  additional  headings  in  order  to  improve 
comparability  with  statistics  published  each  year  in  the  Registrar  General's 
Statistical  Review.  Only  those  cause  headings  with  deaths  allocated  to  them 
are  shown. 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine. . . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  urerus  ... 

Leukaemia  .... 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  ... 

Diabetes  mellitus  ... 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 
Hypertensive  disease  ... 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  ...  . 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  ... 
Cerebrovascular  disease  ... 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system. 
.Pneumonia  ... 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  ... 

Asthma  ... 

Pept: c  ulcer  ... 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 
Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  , 

Other  diseases,  gen ito-ur inary  system 
Congenital  anomalies  ... 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality  . 
Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions  . 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . . 

All  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  . 


Mai  e 


1 

2 

4 

5 


1 

5 

2 

24 

3 

12 

2 

8 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

-1 

I 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 


Femal e 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

11 

1 

9 

3 

9 


1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


Total  All  Causes 


89 


55 


BIRTH  RATE/DEATH  RATE  TRENDS  IN  RECENT  YEARS 
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GENERAL 


PROVISIONS 


OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 


(a)  Under  the  control  of  the  Essex  County  Council s- 

(i)  Clinics  were  held  at  the  following  Centres  during  the  year:- 
V/l'iHAI'1  Essex  County  Health  Services  Clinic,  Guithavon  Street. 


Attendances 


Child  Health 

Every  Tuesday 

9.30  a.m. ) 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays 

2  p.m. ) 

3,544 

Child  Health 

Immunisation 

2nd  and  4th  Monday 

2  p.m. 

234 

School  Clinic 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays 

9  a.m. 

48 

3rd  Friday 

2  p.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

Every  Tuesday  and  Thursday 

10  a.m. 

(By  Appt. ) 

1,407 

Speech  Therapy 

Every  Wednesday  and 

Thursday 

(By  Appt. ) 

556 

The  Fainily  Planning 

Association  provides 

services  at  the 

following  time 

Monday 

6.30  p.m. 

SILVER  END  Gard 

en  Village  Hall. 

- 

Child  Health 

1st  Friday 

2  p.m. 

518 

(ii)  Home  Help 

Service 

This  service  is  administered  from  the  Social 

Services 

Departmen 

t,  America  Street,  Off  Wants  Road, 

Mai don. 

(iii)  Ambulance 

Service 

The  Essex  County  Council  Ambulance  Station  is  situated  at 
Guithavon  Street,  Y/itham.  There- is  one  ambulance  and  one 
vehicle  for  sitting  cases.  A  full  24-hour  cover  is  provided. 


( iv)  Laboratory  Services 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a  laboratory  service  which 
includes  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  water 
samples,  the  chemical  analysis  of  sewage  effluents  and  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  ice  cream,  and  the  examination 
of  other  foods  for  pathogenic  organisms.  These  examinations 
are  carried  out  by  either  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
Gray's  Inn  Road,  London,  Y/.C.1.  or  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Chelmsford  and  Essex  Hospital,  New  London  Road,  Chelmsford. 


(b)  Under  the  control  of  the  North-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board : - 

Chest  Clinics  Held  twice  weekly  at  St.  Michael's  Hospital,  Braintree 


(i) 

(ii) 


Orthopaedic  Clinics  Orthopaedic  patients  w ho  need  special  advice 
are  referred  to  Notle.v  Hospital. 


10. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


DISEASES 

Total  Notified 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

.  Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

*  V 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

7 

— 

- 

Measles 

99 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

3 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis,  Non -pulmonary 

1 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

— 

— 

Totals 

119 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  Table  gives  particulars  of  the  four  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year. 


Age  Periods 

N  ew 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

N on-pul mon  ary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

5  -  9  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

l 

10  -  14  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15  -  19  years 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  -  34  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  -  44  years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  ~  64  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— . 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

.  Totals 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Of  these,  one  case  was  re-notified  on  taking  up  residence  in  the  District 
during  1971® 


14 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


P rimary  C  ou r s e s 

By  General 
Practitioners 

By  County 

Staff 

Totals 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis 
and  Tetanus 

268 

113 

381 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

2 

11 

13 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

Pertussis 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

1 

10 

11 

Poliomyelitis 

in 

c 

C\J 

130 

405 

Smallpox 

200 

— 

200 

B.C.G. 

— 

104 

104 

Measles 

179 

39 

218 

Rubella 

1 

215 

216 

Reinforcing  Doses 
Diphtheria,  Pertussis 


and  Tetanus 

45 

1 

46 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

118 

223 

341 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Pertussis 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

5 

52 

57 

Poliomyelitis 

159 

300 

459 

Smal 1 pox 

5 

— 

5 

\ 


HOUSING. 


328  new  dwellings  were  erected  during  the  year,  .314  less  than  in  1970* 

The  decrease  was  273  in  Local  Authority  building,  with  182  completions  in 
1971  compared  with  455  in  1970.  Private  enterprise  building  completed  146 
dwellings  compared  with  187  in  1970.  The  Council's  completions  comprised 
170  houses  and  12  old  persons  units,  all  for  G.L.C.  nominees  under  the  Town 
Development  Scheme. 

The  number  of  dwellings  erected  in  the  Urban  District  since  1945,  togethe 
with  the  number  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1971,  is  as  follows:- 


Completed 

Under  Construction 

By  Local  Authority:  2570 

411 

By  Housing  Associations:  30 

- 

By  Private  Enterprise:  1354 

137 

3934 

548 

Including  407  Council  houses  constructed  pre-war  and  the  acquisition 
of  478  houses  and  flats  at  Silver  End  in  1969,  the  Council ;s  ownership  at 
December,  1971  was  3455  dwellings,  plus  a  further  11  dwellings  acquired  or 
owned  for  purposes  outside  the  Housing  Revenue  Account. 

At  the  31st  December,  1971  the  Council  were  constructing  a  total  of 
90  dwellings  of  which  8  flats  were  intended  for  elderly  persons,  and  a 
further  7  for  single  persons.  At  the  end  of  the  year  Phase  IV  (a)  of  the 
Town  Development  Scheme  comprising  388  dwellings  and  a  small  shopping 
precinct  was  commenced,  and  plans  were  advanced  for  an  estate  of  bungalows 
at  Silver  End  and  a  second  warden  flatlet  hostel  at  V/ it ham.  In  addition, 
the  Witham  Housing  Association  is  to  erect  a  flatlet  hostel  for  retired 
persons,  also  at  Witham.  Plans  were  also  in  preparation  for  a  small 
estate  of  about  70  Council  houses  and  bungalows  for  local  requirements, 
while  the  possibility  of  a  third  "houses  for  sale"  estate  was  being 
considered.  The  Council  has  also  put  in  hand  the  laying-out  of  an 
attractive  small  area  of  plots  for  sale  for  the  erection  of  high  quality 
dwellings  to  approved  architectural  standards. ’ 

Housing  t-c.od 

The  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1971  was  263 
compared  with  292  at  the  end  of  1970,  comprising  the  following  categories 
(1970  figures  in  brackets): 


Ordinary  List 

120 

(75) 

Single  Persons'  Units 

22 

(18) 

Engaged  Couples'  List 

— 

(85) 

Aged  Persons  List 

91 

(85) 

Warden  Supervised  Dwellings 

26 

(29) 

Slum  Clearance  Rehousing 

4 

(-) 

The  practice  of  accepting  applications  from  engaged  couples  was  discontinued 
during  1970. 

The  Council's  housing  programme  which  has  now  provided  seme  1,582  homes 
for  needy  families  from  the  G.L.C.  area,  has  still  to  catch  up  with  local 
housing  needs,  as  the  basic  application  list  indicates. 
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Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 
Demolition  and  Closure 


The  63  dwellings  scheduled  in  the  1965  clearance  programme  have  all  been 
dealt  with,  2  further  Demolition  Orders  and  2  Closing  Orders  were  made  during 
the  year,  A  number  of  "borderline”  houses  remain  for  attention,  by  improvement 
if  possible,  by  clearance  if  unavoidable.  At  the  end  of  1971  there  were  22 
houses  and  parts  of  houses  subject  to  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  or  undertakings 
not  to  be  re-let. 

Housing  Act,  I96I:  Houses  in  multiple  occupation 

The  district  has  only  a  handful  of  houses  in  this  category.  No  action  was 
required  in  respect  of  them  during  the  year. 

Rent  Act,  1937?  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

As  in  previous  years  advice  was  given  in  response  to  several  enquiries, 
but  no  application  for  certificates  were  received. 

Housing  Act,  1969*  Qualification  Certificates 

(a)  Qualification  Certificates: 

Applications  received  12 

granted  3 

refused  6 

withdrawn  3 

Appeals  Nil 

(b)  Certificates  of  Provisional  Approval: 

Applications  received  Nil 

granted 
refused 

\ 

Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year: - 

(a)  Total  number  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  121 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  8 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(c)  Number  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  sub-heading  .84 

(b))  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notice: - 

(a)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  29 

action  by  local  authority  (or  its  officers) 

(b)  Number  of  other  defective  conditions  remedied  after  52 

informal  action  by  local  authority  (or  its  officers) 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  -  Housing  Acts  1938-64 

Public  Health  Acts  1956-(yT 

(a)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  2 

served  requiring  repairs 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  after  service  2 

of  formal  notice 

(c)  Demolition  Orders  made  2 

(d)  Closing  Orders  made  2 

(e)  Closing  Orders  determined  (on  houses  being  made  fit)  2 

(f)  Undertakings  accepted  in  lieu  of  Demolition  Orders  1 

(g)  Houses  acquired  for  demolition  by  local  authority  2 


Housing  Acts  1949-1969:  Improvement  Grants 


During  the  year  a  total  of  16  applications  for  grant  aid  were  received 
and  dealt  with. 

Details  of  applications  for  Improvement  (previously  called  ’’Discretionary") 
Grants  are  as  follows: - 


1949-64 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Submitted 

47 

... 

4 

1 

5 

4 

7 

Granted 

46 

- 

- 

4 

1 

5 

4 

6 

Refused 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Withdrawn 

4 

- 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Schemes  completed 

35 

3 

2 

- 

4 

1 

3 

7 

Outstanding  at 

December  Jj'lst 

7 

4 

0 

4 

0 

4 

5 

4 

Details  of  applications  received 
in  1959  are  as  follows:- 

for  Standard 

Grants 

since 

their 

’  inception 

1959-64 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Submitted 

67 

25 

19 

10 

19 

7 

14 

9 

Granted 

67 

25 

19 

10 

19 

7 

12 

9 

Withdrawn 

3 

— 

2 

1 

5 

— 

2 

— 

Schemes  completed 

61 

18 

13 

19 

9 

16 

5 

11 

Outstanding  at  3 

December  31st 

Council  House  Improvement 

10 

14 

4 

9 

7 

5 

Following  a  survey  of  all  pre-war  Council  houses,  including  the  recently 
acquired  Silver  End  ones,  one  house  was  improved  to  full  Parker  Morris  standard 
and  used  to  demonstrate  the  scope  of  improvement  tenants  can  expect  when  the 
follow-up  scheme  gets  under  way  in  1972*  Some  900  houses  are  scheduled  for 
improvement  in  due  course.  In  a  large  number  of  these,  the  modernisation  will 
be  so  radical  that  temporary  vacation  of  the  houses  will  be  necessary. 

General  Improvement  Areas 

There  is  no  area  which  calls  for  large  scale  improvement  on  an  environmental 
pattern,  but  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  possibility  of  using  this 
procedure  in  two  or  three  small  areas  of  cottage  properties  in  the  older  part  of 
the  town,  and  to  the  needs  of. the  pre-war  Council  estates  mentioned  above  for  a 
"new  look"  in  keeping  with  their  improvements  in  amenity. 

Compulsory  Improvements 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  procedure  during  the  year.  Prolonged 
negotiations  were  still  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  implement  the  Council’s 
decision  to  acquire  and  improve  5  houses  in  default  of  their  owner. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


After  something  like  100  years  as  a  local  service, the  Council's  water 
supply  undertaking  was  transferred  to  the  newly  formed  Essex  Water  Company 
on  April  1st,  1971*  This  change,  which  had  been  delayed  by  legal  technical¬ 
ities,  followed  from  the  broader  recommendations  of  the  Spens  Report  in  1966, 
In  the  intervening  period  the  Council  had  found  it  necessary,  because  of 
inadequate  storage  and  loss  of  pressure  in  parts  of  the  growing  town,  to 
extend  the  undertaking  by  the  provision  of  a  large  new  service  reservoir  and 
high  pressure  main*  These  were  brought  into  service  prior  to  the  transfer 
of  the  undertaking,  ensuring  adequacy  of  a  wholesome  supply  for  present  and 
all  foreseen  future  needs. 

Sources  of  supply  remained  as  in  previous  years,  mainly  from  the  Essex 
Water  Company,  whose  trunk  mains  serve  the  new  reservoir  and  the  two  high 
pressure  mains  into  the  town  area.  The  local  Bradwell  Spring  Supply,  due 
to  its  location  continued  to  serve  principally  the  Silver  End  and  Rivenhall 
areas  of  the  district.  The  quality  of  both  supplies  is  consistently 
satisfactory  as  shown  by  frequent  analysis,  A  summary  of  sample  reports  is 
given  below: - 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Mains  Water 

Chemical 

4 

1 

5 

Bacteriological 

15 

1 

16 

Other  Supplies 

Chemical 

2 

1 

5 

Bacteriological 

9 

1 

10 

Typical  reports  of  the  chemical  water  analyses  of  the  mains  supplies  are 
given  below: - 

Bradwell  Springs  Supply  (10.1.72) 

"This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  is  free  from  metals. 
Its  reaction  is  slightly  on  the  acid  -^ide  of  neutrality  due  to  its  content 
of  free  carbon  dioxide.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but  contains  no 
excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constituents  in  solution.  It  conforms  to  the 
highest  standard  of  organic  quality  and  bacterial  puvity.  These  results 
indicate  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  uses. 
Its  hardness  will  however  be  disadvantageous  for  uses  with  soap.  A  slight 
odour  is  detectable  in  association  with  the  content  of  residual  chlorine 
in  the  sample." 

Essex  Water  C ompany  Supply  (13«H*71 ) 

"This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a  reaction  on  the 
alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals.  The  water  is  very  hard 
in  character  but  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constituents  in 
solution.  It  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 
These  results  indicate  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  uses". 

Fluoride  Content 

The  fluoride  content,  of  the  mains  supplies  falls  far  below  the  re¬ 
commended  level  of  1.0  p.p.ra.,  the  maximum  concentration  having  been  found  to 
be  0.3  p.p.m.  in  the  South  Essex  supply  and  0.1  p.p.m.  in  the  Bradwell  water. 
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V/ater  consumption  and  future  requirements 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  the  Essex  Water 
Company  for  the  following  figures  of  the  total  water  supplied  from  the  mains 
during  the  year:- 


Bradwell  Springs: 
Essex  V/ater  Company: 
Other  Supplies: 


91 ,984,000  gallons 
383,847,000  gallons 
Nil 

Total  475,831,000  gallons 


Average  consumption  per  head  of  population  per  day: 


Domestic  demand: 
Trade  demand: 


Total 


54.814  gallons 
20.136  gallons 

74.950  gallons 


The  above  average  consumption  shows  an  increase  of  9*132  gallons  per  head 
per  day  over  that  for  1969,  a  sharp  rise  in  a  demand  which  over  recent  years  had 
shown  some  signs  of  levelling  off. 

With  regard  to  future  requirements,  the  Essex  V/ater  Company  has  given  an 
assurance  to  the  Council  that  adequate  supplies  will  be  available  for  the 
district's  needs  to  the  full  extent  of  the  town  development  scheme. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


A  further  328  houses  together  with  a  number  of  commercial  and  industrial 
properties  were  connected  to  the  Council's  sewer  systems  during  the  year.  House¬ 
hold  drainage  facilities  in  use  in  the  Urban  District  at  the  31st  December,  1971 


were  as  follows: - 

Houses  connected  to  main  sewer  systems  ...  ...  ...  5,819 
Houses  drained  to  septic  tanks,  cesspools  etc.  ...  99 


The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  states  that  the  total  length  of  public  sewer 
constructed  during  19/1  was  3,532  yards,  of  which  2738  yards  was  soil  sewer 
and  79*+  yards  was  surface  water  sewer.  Sizes  ranged  from  4"  to  24". 

Sewer  Systems 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  sewered,  there  being  four  separate 
systems  serving  the  Witham  town  area,  while  Silver  End  and  Rivenhall  Oak/Rivenhall 
End  which  have  hitherto  had  their  own  independent  systems,  are  now  largely 
connected  to  a  new  major  trunk  sewer  which  links  the  Silver  End  drainage  area 
with  the  Witham  disposal  works  picking  up  part  of  the  Rivenhall  sewerage  flow  on 
its  way. 

Of  the  four  sewer  systems  serving  V/itham  town,  two  pre-war  systems  have  been 
supplemented  in  recent  years  by  a  new  low  level  trunk  sewer  following  the  Brain 
valley  to  serve  the  major  pjart  of  the  town  development  on  the  west  and  north-west. 

A  further  trunk  sewer  at  higher  level  picks  up  flow  frem  the  developing  industrial 
estates  on  the  eastward  side  of  the  town.  All  four  systems  gravitate  to  their 
respective  outfalls  at  the  disposal  works,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  flow  then 
has  to  be  lifted  to  the  head  works  of  the  treatment  plant.  Infiltration  and  heavy 
storm  flow  in  the  old  low  level  combined  system  still  present  a  problem  in  creating 
temporary  overload  in  very  wet  periods. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


There  are  four  sewage  disposal  plants  in  the  Urban  District,  three  of 
which  are  owned  and  operated  by  the  Council.  The  one  at  Silver  End,  as  described 
above,  is  now  superfluous  and  due  to  go  out  of  existence.  The  fourth  plant, 
originally  serving  an  aerodrome  and  H.M.  Forces  camp,  is  now  owned  privately  and 
operated  for  part  of  the  year  only  to  deal  with  the  waste  effluent  from  a  large 
pea  vining  plant. 

V/itham  Sewage  Works 

The  first  phase  of  the  extension  scheme  to  provide  for  the 
sewage  output  of  the  developing  town,  commenced  in  1966,  became  fully  operational 
during  '1969*  This  is  a  modern  highly  mechanised  plant,  with  a  designed  capacity 
of  1.0  m.g.d.  dry  weather  flow,  but  as  anticipated,  much  of  this  capacity  has  now 
been  taken  up  by  increased  flow  from  the  rapidly  growing  town,  and  accordingly 
instruction  has  been  given  to  consulting  engineers  to  prepare  the  next  phase  of 
the  extension  scheme.  It  is  hoped  that  work  on  this  may  commence  in  1972. 

The  new  plant  includes  mechanical  removal  of  detritus,  comminuting  of  sewage 
solids,  scraped  radial  flow  settling  tanks,  traditional  type  percolating  filters, 
and  radial  flow  humus  tanks.  Flow  control  of  sludge,  settled  sewage  and  recircul¬ 
ated  effluent  is  power  operated  from  the  control  building.  Sludge,  after  consolid¬ 
ation  and  treatment  with  lime  and  ferrous  sulphate,  is  mechanically  dewatered  by 
vacuum  filtration. 

The  use  of  large  effluent  lagoons  as  a  tertiary  "polishing”  process  had 
proved  so  eminently  successful  during  the  long  years  of  overload  on  the  old  works 
that  the  lagoons  have  been  kept  in  being  for  future  experimental  use,  and  possible 
extension. 

By  arrangement  with  the  neighbouring  Braintree  Rural  District  Council  fresh 
sewage  sludge  from  the  nearer  of  that  Council’s  sewage  plants  is  received  into 
the  Witham  Works  for  dewatering  and  disposal,  on  mutually  agreed  terms.  In 
addition,  it  has  been  found  possible  to  use  the  sludge  plant  to  dewater  the  large 
quantities  of  industrial  sludges  which  the  Council  removes  by  tanker  from  the 
effluent  pre-treatment  plants  of  local  industries. 

Further  large-scale  residential  development  in  the  Silver  End  area,  coupled 
with  the  run-down  and  overloaded  condition  of  this  plant,  led  the  Council  to 
decide  in  1969  to  undertake  the  no’.:  trunk  sewer  scheme  rather  than  continue  to 
maintain  separate  disposal  at  Silver  End,  which  would  have  involved  the  building 
of  virtually  a  new  works.  The  sewer  scheme,  which  has  other  fundamental  advantages 
to  the  Urban  District,  was  completed  during  1971  and  the  Silver  End  Works  is  no 
longer  needed,  though  it  is  being  kept  temporarily  in  use  on  a  decreased  flow  to 

supplement  the  Witham  plant  if  necessary  while  the  latter  is  being  extended. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note,  that  a  series  of  tertiary  treatment  effluent 
lagoons,  improvised  during  the  latter  life  of  this  plant  to  offset  its  overload, 
proved  eminently  successful  and  the  plant  ended  its  effective  life  producing 
very  high  class  effluent. 

Rivenhall  Sev/age  Works 

This  is  a  small* plant,  built  in  1953  to  serve  the  village  area  of 

Rivenhall  Oak  and  Rivenhall  End.  It  has  a  designed  capacity  of  18,000  g.p.d. 

which  had  been  taken  up  in  recent  years  by  housing  development  in  the  area, 
and  which  has  now  been  relieved  by  the  connection  of  one  Rivenhall  Oak  area, 

(which  contributed  over  half  the  flow  to  this  plant)  to  the  new  trunk  sewer. 
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Prior  to  this,  because  of  difficulty  in  removing  humus  solids,  the  two  horizontal 
flow  humus  tanks  were  converted  to  upward  flow  "Banks-type”  clarifiers,  with 
successful  results.  The  plant  discharges  its  effluent  to  a  minor  tributary  of  the 
river  Blackwater. 

Bivenhall  Camp  Sewage  Works 

As  stated  above,  this  plant  is  now  used  for  treatment  of  pea  vining  waste, 
and  as  the  season  for  this  is  very  short,  it  is  out  of  use  for  the  major  part 
of  the  yeart  Prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  pea  vining,  the  plant  is  ’seeded’ 
with  sewage  and  sludge  from  the  U.D.C.  sewage  works,  to  produce  the  biological 
conditions  necessary  to  break;  down  the  very  strong  waste  which  is  produced  in 
the  vining  process. 

Sampling  of  Sewage  Effluent 

The  new  Witham  Works  has  full  laboratory  facilities,  as  needed  to  maintain 
modern  techniques.  In-plaht  sampling,  which  had  been  established  and  built  up 
over  the  years  to  the  point  where  a  full-time  laboratory  assistant  was  engaged, 
fell  off  during  June  through  staff  difficulties,  and  was  only  resumed  late  in 
the  year  on  the  appointment  of  a  part-time  laboratory  technician. 


Witham  Sewage  Works 
Silver  End  Sewage  Works 
Kivenhall  Sewage  Works 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total 


11  2  13 

4  1  5 

3  3 

18  3  21 


DRAINAGE  OF  TRADE  PREMISES 


Control  of  large  quantities  of  industrial  effluent  discharged  to  sewer 
has  been  maintained  since  19^9*  In  most  cases  the  discharges  are  measured  by 
recording  instruments  installed  by  the  Council  under  agreements  with  the 
companies  concerned  based  on  rates  and  strength  of  flow,  means  of  pre-treatment 
and  negotiated  charges.  Periodic  sampling  for  chemical  analysis  checks  the 
observance  of  the  quantitative  conditions.  Charges  for  these  are  reviewed 
from  time  to  time  to  bring  them  in  line  v/ith  current  disposal  costs. 


-  22  - 


The  types  of  trade  effluents  now  discharged  to  the  Council's  sewers 
are  as  under: - 


Metal  processing  (various): 
Poultry  packing: 

Fruit  pulping  and  concentrates: 
Maltings: 

Etching  and  engraving: 
Electronics  engineering 
Farm  wastes: 


1  discharge 
1  discharge 
1  discharge 

1  discharge 

2  discharges 
2  discharges 


3?  main  discharges 


In  pre-treating  their  industrial  effluents,  some  companies  produce  large 
quantities  of  sludge.  The  Council  operates  a  road  tanker  removal  service  for 
disposal  of  these  sludges  on  a  rechargeable  basis. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Street  sweeping,  road  gritting  and  other  highway  cleansing  services  are 
maintained  respectively  by  the  Essex  County  Council  Highways  Department  and 
Council's  V/orks  Department  on  the  county  and  district  roads. 

The  remaining  services,  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  salvage  collection, 
cesspool  and  gulley  emptying  and  sewer  flushing  were  successfully  administered 
by  the  Public  Health  Department  from  1935»  but  under  a  reorganisation  operating 
from  the  1st  January,  1971,  are  now  administered  by  the  Council's  Engineer  and 
Surveyor. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Refuse  Collection 

A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  from  all  parts  of  the  Urban  District 
is  operated.  The  incentive  bonus  scheme,  started  in  March,  19&5  bo  overcome 
difficulty  in  obtaining  labour  for  this  service,  was  discarded  in  favour  of  a 
new  work  study  bonus  scheme,  which  was  still  undergoing  modification  at  the 
end  of  19?1* 

Gradual  conversion  to  the  paper  sack  system  was  commenced  during  1970  , 
and  by  1971  about  one  third  of  the  houses  in  the  urban  district  were  being 
serviced  in  this  way. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  collection  fleet  comprised  three  rear  loading 
vehicles,  two  with  bulk  container  lift  attachment,  a  small  side-loader,  with  a 
fore-and-aft  rear  loader  in  reserve.  In  addition  the  refuse  foreman  is  equipped 
with  a  3  cubic  yard  side-loading  runabout. 

A  hire  and  emptying  service  is  provided  to  local  industrial  and  commercial 
premises  by  the  use  of  1  cubic  yard  bulk  containers  and  is  now  responsible  for 
the  removal  to  tip  of  the  greater  part  of  the  waste  output  of  such  premises. 


Disposal 


Comments  under  this  heading  remain  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 
Tipping,  controlled  as  f^r  as  practicable  under  present  conditions,  has  been 
maintained  on  the  Council's  marshland  site  adjoining  the  sewage  works  and  within 
the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Blackwater  and  Brain.  In  this  area  since  19*+9  an 


-  23  - 


area  of  marshland  owned  by  the  Council  has  been  used  for  refuse  disposal 
purposes  but  very  little  now  remains  to  be  filled.  Town  development  to 
the  ultimate  proposed  population  demands  that  additional  adequate  and 
satisfactory  facilities  be  found.  In  1970  the  Council  rejected  proposals 
for  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  mechanical  disposal  costing  some  £85,000  but 
in  1971  approved  a  plan  to  instal  the  basic  unit  (a  pulveriser)  at  a  cost 
of  rather  less  than  half  this  sum,  subject  to  capital  being  available.  It 
is  hoped  to  incorporate  this  with  the  impending  scheme  of  sewage  works 
extensions  in  1972. 

Control  of  the  present  tip  area  is  maintained  by  the  use  of  mechanical 
shovels,  which  are  also  used  for  excavation  and  covering  work  elsewhere. 

Derelict  Vehicles 

A  collection  and  disposal  service  for  abandoned  vehicles  has  been  maintained 
since  1965*  The  vehicles  are  dismantled  at  the  refuse  tip  before  being  removed 
as  scrap  by  a  local  dealer.  Charges  are  made  to  owners ,  when  known,  for  removal 
and  disposal,  but  residents  of  the  Urban  District  are  offered  free  disposal 
facilities  for  vehicles  brought  to  the  Council's  tip.  The  police  and  the  loca^ 
taxation  authority  are  notified  of  the  registration  numbers  of  all  vehicles 
disposed  of  in  this  way. 


Salvage 


The  Council  has  recovered  salvage,  in  the  shape  of  waste  paper  and  cai aboard 
since  before  the  war,  and  the  wartime  extension  of  salvage  recovery  to  other 
materials,  chiefly  rags  and  sacking  and  scrap  metals,  has  been  maintained  ever 
since.  The  difficulty  of  including  a  naturally  variable  quantity  of  salvage  in 
a  work  study  refuse  collection  system  has  become  apparent  in  1971,  which  together 
with  doubt  as  to  any  financial  benefit  accruing  from  salvage  recovery,  may  lead  to 
modification  of  this  service  in  1972. 

Civic  Amenities  Act 


Tipping  facilities  in  different  parts  of  the  district  were  put  into  effect 
during  1970  by  the  siting  in  selected  areas  of  a  number  of  6  cubic  yard  portable 
refuse  skips.  These  are  left  in  position  for  two  or  three  days  during  which  time 
they  become  filled  with  rubbish  of  all  kinds  from  the  householders  in  their 
vicinity.  They  are  then  removed  and  emptied  at  the  refuse  tip  and  re-sited.  This 
has  proved  effective  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  19  such  skips  were  in  use.  Each 
one  is  moved  into  place  by  a  tractor  towing  a  special  trailer  chassis,  on  which 
the  skip  is  suspended,  being  lowered  hydraulically  to  the  ground  on  reaching  its 
destination.  In  this  manner  a  surprisingly  large  amount  of  refuse  is  being 
cleared  and  this  undoubtedly  prevents  much  of  it  being  dumped  indiscriminately 
in  the  rural  area  surrounding  the  town.  Unfortunately,  some  abuse  of  the  service 
has  occurred,  the  refuse  in  some  instances  being  sorted  and  scattered,  while 
current  problems v;ith  with  house  refuse  collection  led  to  skips  being  greatly 
overfilled.  This  has  brought  the  system  considerable  criticism,  but  it  has 
obvious  merit  and  warrants  retention  if  these  problems  can  be  resolved. 

Cesspool,  G u lie  y _Enm  t y in g  gfed  Sewer  Flushing 

Nearly  100  properties  in  the  urban  district  rely  on  cesspool  or  septic 
tank  systems  of  drainage  and  the  Council  provides  a  tkr ice-annual  emptying  service 
for  domestic  premises,  additional  and  commercial  emptying  being  rechargeable. 
Considerable  rechargeable  work  is  also  performed  in  clearing  trade  waste  and  other 
sludges  from  local  industrial  undertakings.  The  two  tanker  vehicles  employed  clear 
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over  2  million  gallons  of  waste  annually,  and  in  addition  perform  routine 
gulley  emptying  and  sewer  flushing  throughout  the  area. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


For  many  years  the  Council  has  maintained  a  small  caravan  site  with 
space  for  i2  trailer  caravans,  equipped  with  the  basic  amenities  of  hard 
standing,  water  supply,  W.C.  accommodation,  drying  ground  and  waste  dis¬ 
posal  facilities.  Electricity  supply  is  available  bo  each  occupier.  The 
site  is  only  a  temporary  one  and  falls  far  short  of  the  recommended  standards 
of  layout  and  equipment.  For  this  reason  the  Council  has  decided  to  replace 
it  with  a  larger  modern  caravan  park,  to  current  Ministry  standards,  though 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  finding  an  alternative  site  which  could 
be  developed  economically  for  this  purpose. 

Two  small  sites  in  the  district  are  occupied  by  travelling  showmen  and 
their  families  as  winter  quarters,  and  occasionally  groups  of  gypsy  vans 
stay  for  a  few  nights  in  the  district.  As  there  is  no  suitable  site  for  the 
latter  they  are  encouraged  to  move  on.  Numbers  of  residential  caravans  are 
quartered  for  varying  periods  in  the  district  for  seasonal  agricultural  work 
and  also  in  connection  with  the  extensive  civil  engineering  and  similar  works 
which  are  currently  in  progress. 

There  are  no  holiday  caravan  sites  or  camping  grounds  within  the  urban 
district. 

RODENT  AND  OTHER  PEST  CONTROL 


The  Witham  Council  is  a  member  of  the  Braintree,  Halstead  and  Witham 
Joint  Rodent  Control  Committee.  The  Committee’s  operatives  undertake  all 
disinfestation  v/ork  in  the  district,  including  disinfestation  of  agricultural 
holdings  under  annual  contract. 

The  number  of  such  contracts  for  197"!  was  *20.  The  free  domestic  treat¬ 
ment  service  remains  unaltered  and  includes  wasps  and  other  insect  pests. 


Details  of  the  year's  work  are  as  follows 


Non-Agri cultural 

Agricultural 

Inspections  made 

350 

(324) 

56 

(28) 

Treatment  visits 

678 

(606) 

150 

(132) 

Infestations  found: 

Mice 

117 

(115) 

10 

(4) 

Rats 

(Major) 

5 

(6) 

7 

(6) 

Rats 

(Minor) 

i24 

(150) 

14 

05) 

Other  Pests 

The  following  cases 

of  infestation 

were  dealt 

with: - 

Wasps  • . «  0 

»  »  c  • 

•  ♦  •  • 

9  9  9  65 

(53) 

Bees  »9o  . 

•  &  •  • 

e  €  ff 

...  4 

(2) 

Rabbits  ...  • 

«  0  •  • 

•  #  •  • 

...  2 

(5) 

Moles  ...  . 

»  »  « 

e  6*6 

4 

(6) 

Fleas  9 

•  •  •  « 

©  c  c  0 

...  2 

(-) 

Bed-bugs  . •  9 

•  •  •  e 

3 

(-) 

In  each  case  the  figures  in  brackets  are  these  for  the  previous 
year,  1970. 
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INSPECTION  AND  BPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Meat  Inspection 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  Urban  District.  Checks  are 
carried  out  periodically  to  ensure  that  all  meat  entering  the  area  is  in¬ 
spected  at  its  place  of  origin. 

Poultry  Packing 

Daily  inspections  are  maintained  by  the  Department  at  the  two  V/itham 
packing  stations,  special  scrutiny  being  given  to  birds  rejected  by  the 
plant  staff  for  abnormality.  The  total  estimated  average  weekly  output  of 
birds  was  36,000.  Unfit  birds  are  wholly  or  partly  condemned,  according  to 
the  conditions  found.  The  services  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory  at 
Chelmsford  are  utilised  for  pathological  identification  and  differentiation 
of  obscure  conditions.  Contrary  to  what  is  understood  to  be  experienced  in 
other  districts,  routine  laboratory  examination  had  failed  to  disclose  any 
significant  incidence  of  Salmonellae  organisms  in  the  birds  examined. 

Of  the  two  permanent  packing  stations  in  the  area,  the  larger  incorporates 
the  most  up-to-date  methods  of  processing  and  packing.  A  by-products  treatment 
plant  has  been  installed  but  difficulty  with  smell  and  effluent  control  has 
prevented  it  from  becoming  fully  operational. 

Intensive  Husbandry  * 

One  large  broiler  rearing  unit  operates  in  the  urban  district,  producing 
some  250,000  birds  annually  for  the  packing  trade.  These  are  reared  in  five 
8-9  week  cycles,  ar>^  occasional  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  the  build¬ 
up  and  clearance  of  ammoniated  litter  at  the  end  of  these. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  intensive  egg-production  units  in  the  area. 

Milk  and  Dairies 


Registration  and  licensing  of  dairies  and  other  milk  premises,  producers, 
dairymen  and  distributors  is  a  responsibility  shared  with  the  Es_rx  v’ounty 
Council. 

The  following  registrations  were  in  force  at  the  3 "1st  December,  1 97^  ’  — 

Untreated  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Sterilised  U.H.T. 
(Pa  steurisea) 

10  15  10  8 

*  Ultra  Heat  Treated 

Ice  Cream  7 


Dairies  (1)  )  1 

Dealers  (13)  ) 

Premises  (15)  ) 


The  registration  of  manufacturers  and  vendors  and  their  premises  is 
carried  out  in  the  Urban  District  hdner  the  Essex  County  Council  Act,  1933 1 
and  supervision  is  exercised  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment)  Regulations  1947-1959*  The  number  of  registrations  at  3^t  December 
1971  was:- 

Manufacturers  Nil 

Vendors  Only  41 

Registered  Premises  41 
Other  Premises  Selling  Ice  Cream  12 
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In  addition, many  vendors  registered  in  other  areas  operate  retail  sales 
vehicles  within  the  Urban  District. 


Food  Hygiene 

The  number  of  premises  where  food  is  manufactured,  prepared,  stored' or 
retailed  is  as  follows: - 


Residential  Hotels  5 
Licensed  Premises  and  Clubs  21 
Restaurants  4 
Factory  &  School  Canteens  17 
Manufacturing  Butchers  2 
Retail  Butchers'  Shops  5 
Fried  Fish  Shops  1 
Retail  Wet  Fish  Shops  z 
Supermarkets  7 
Other  Retail  Food  Shops  45 
Fruit  Juice  Concentrates  1 
Maltings  1 
Poultry  Packing  Stations  2 
Poultry  and  Egg  Producers  2 


In  addition,  numbers  of  mobile  food  vans  tour  the  area  and  all  are 
subject  to  inspection.  The  standard  of  hygiene  is  generally  satisfactory, 
but  in  a  number  of  cases  attention  was  called  to  contraventions  requiring 
to  be  rectified. 


Weekly  Market 

■  mm  i ■  i ■  ■■  ii r  m  m  *  mi  i  i  in .  ■  n 

The  weekly  market  instituted  by  the  Council  in  1970  continued  to  operate 
successfully  in  197' •  It  is  run  by  a  private  firm,  under  contract  to  the  Council, 
and  within  regulations  governing  its  conduct  and  operation.  Some  40  stallholders 
now  do  business  at  the  market  each  week.  A  number  of  these  are  food  traders, 
supervision  of  whom  is  maintained  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets, 
Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966.  A  number  of  contraventions  were 
noted  and  warnings  issued,  but  no  formal  action  was  necessary. 

Condemnation  of  Food 

Considerable  quantities  of  food  are  voluntarily  surrendered  bv  local 
traders  for  condemnation.  In  197"!  1  ton.  19  cwts.  65  lbs.  were  inspected  for  this 

purpose  and  disposed  of  to  the  Department's  requirements. 


cwts  lbs 


1  6 

1  26 

18 

1  67 

6  5^ 

11  47 


The  categories  were  as  follows: - 


Poultry 
Cooked  Meats 
Canned  Meats 
Other  canned  Foods 
Fish,  fresh 
Frozen  Foods 
Other  Foods 


tons 


25 


Total 


26 


19 


65 
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Court  Proceedings 


No  formal  action  was  necessary  during  th  year  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations ,  hut  warnings  were  issued  in  respect  of  a  number  of 
contraventions,  with  good  results  in  most  cases. 

It  was  deemed  appropriate  however  to  take  court  action  in  4  cases 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  for  offences  under  Sections  2  and  8, 
as  follows :- 


(i) 

Section 

2*  Foreign  matter 

Complaints 

11 

Summonses 

1 

Convictions 

1 

(ii) 

Section 

in  food: 

8:  Unfitness  for  human 

14 

3 

3 

consumption: 

25 

4 

4 

Total  fines  and  costs  imposed:  £92. 


In  one  further  case  the  matter  w as  referred  to  the  local  authority  of  the 
district  where  the  food  was  purchased  and  successful  court  proceedings  were 
instituted  by  that  authority. 

Food  Sampling  (ivitham  Urban  District  Council  Public  Health  Department) 

The  Department  submitted  the  following  samples  for  analytical  and/or 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year:- 

Satisfact.ory  Unsatisfactory 


Milk 

Ice  Cream 

Chickens  and  Chicken  Portions 

Chicken  Offals 

Sliced  Meat 

Minced  Meat 

Cooked  Chicken 

Meat  Pies 

Sausages 

Bacon 

Crab  Paste 

Package  Cheese 

Bread  and  flour,  confectionery 

Tinned  Fruit 

Chocolates 

Figs 

V/ inkles 

Sausage  Rolls 


3 

3 

29 

14 

8 

3 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 


1 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 


1 
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Sampling:  (Essex  County  Council,  Weights  and  Measures  Department) 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  and  Public  Protection  Officer,  Essex 
County  Council  Weights  and  Measures  Department  for  the  following  tables  indicating 
(a)  the  samples  taken  by  his  department  in  the  Witham  Urban  District  during  1971* 
and  (b)  particulars  of  complaints  and  investigations  under  the  Trade  Descriptions 
Act,  1968. 


Table  (a) 


Food  and  Drugs  Act 


Article 

Artichokes.  Hearts  of 

Chelsea  Bun.  containing  foreign  body 

Cooking  oil.  long  life 

pre  sunflower 

Herb,  dried  mixed 

Peas,  processed 

quick  dried  garden  and  diced 
carrots 

Peel,  cut  mixed 

Pepper,  ground  white 

Soup,  cream  of  chicken 
cream  of  tomatoe 
thick  chicken 

Spice,  pickling 

Syrup,  pure  cane  golden 

Tomatoes.  Spanish  peeled 

Vinegar.  Malt 

Malt  with  caramel  and  salt 

Whisky 

Milk,  pasteurised 

pasteurised  T.T. 

Channel  Island 

Homogenised 

Sterilised 

ultra  heat  treated 

County  establishment 

farm  tanks 

Totals 


Number  sampled  Adverse  Deports 

1 

1  1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 


37  1 


Remarks:  With  one  exception  all  the  samples  were  genuine. 

A  complaint  was  received  that  a  Chelsea  bun  had  been  found 
to  contain  a  piece  of  thin  wire  2  cm  in  length.  Nothing 
was  found  at  the  oakery  to  account  for  its  presence.  The 
Public  Analyst  reported  that  he  found  no  evidence  to  show 
whether  ot  not  that  the  wire  had  been  baked  ih  the  bun. 

A  caution  was  issued. 

The  whisky  samples  were  taken  following  a  complaint. 

No  confirmation  of  the  complaint  was  found. 
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Table  (b) 

Trade  Descriptions  Act, 1 968 

Summary  of  particulars  relevant  to  complaints  originating  or  occurring 
in  WITHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  during  the  year  1971. 


1.  Complaints 


Total  number  « , .  » » o  .  & .  « *  • 
Number  originating  in' Wi than  U.D.  ... 
Number  originating  outside  Witham  E.D.  ... 
Number  against  traders  in  Witham  U.D.  ... 
Number  against  traders  outside  V/ it ham  U.D. 


35 

24 

11 

30 

5 


Complaints  related  t 0  - 

Number 

Proceedings 

Cautions 

Report 

but  No 
Action 

Redre 

Motor  vehicles 

Short  weight  or 

• 

..  9 

- 

- 

1 

2 

measure-  . . . 

© 

. .  6 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Price  of  goods  ... 

© 

. .  6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Household  goods 

• 

..  5 

- 

— 

- 

1 

Clothing  . . . 

• 

..  4 

- 

— 

- 

1 

Feeding  stuff 
for  cattle 

and  poultry  . . * 

• 

. .  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Quality  of  food  . . • 

© 

, .  2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Sunlamp 

« 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Refusal  to  sell  . » . 

• 

1 

ml 

— 

— 

- 

The  Chief  Inspector  states: - 

"In  the  Witham  Urban  District  it  will  be  noticed  that  of  the  complaints  made 
to  the  department,  the  greatest  number  is  in  respect  of  motor  vehicles.  No 
proceedings  have  been  issued  from  any  of  these  complaints,  but  two  traders  were 
cautioned  and  four  consumers  received  redress  as  a  result  of  intervention  by  tb^ 
department’s  Officers." 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1959 


During  the  year  a  total  of  164  visits  were  paid  to  factories,  exclusive 
of  visits  to  food  preparation  premises,  also  classified  as  factories.  The 
rapid  expansion  of  the  new  industrial  estates  includes  a  great  variety  of 
light  industry.  Plans  for  new  factories  are  examined  on  submission  to  the 
Council  and  recommendations  made  as  to  observation  of  statutory  requirements, 
sanitary  accommodation,  working  amenity,  canteen  and  welfare  facilities,  and 
waste  disposal.  At  the  same  time,  proposals  for  boilerhouses  and  furnaces  are 
checked  for  compliance  with  the  Clean  Air  Acts.  Conditions  in  these  new 
establishments  are  generally  very  satisfactory. 

A  number  of  minor  contraventions  were  noted  and  rectified  during  the  year, 
and  as  in  1970  time  was  spent  checking  noise  levels  in  and  around  the  larger 
factories . 


A  few  outworkers  are  employed  within  the  district,  in  the  following 
occupations: - 

9  Manufacturing  Drapery 
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A  small  number  of  outworkers  in  other  districts  are  employed  by  a 
Witham  firm. 

Details  of  the  inspections  made  during  the  year  of  premises  in  the 
Urban  District  under  the  Factories  Acts  are  given  in  the  Table  below: - 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1959 


1.  INSPECTION  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspection 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) • 


Number 

on 

Register 

In  - 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

A 

Factories  in  which 
Sections,  1,2, 3*4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

( ii) 

Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

86 

99 

7 

Nil 

(.Hi) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers) 

13 

31 

4 

Nil 

100 

131 

11 

Nil 

2 
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CASES  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Number  of  cases 
defects  were 

in  which 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro¬ 
secutions 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  by 

H.M  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1) 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

(S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  ( S . 7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

3 

- 

— 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  re- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

la ting  to  Outworkers) 

TOTALS 

11 

11 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  total  number  of  premises  locally  registered  in  the  Urban  District  under 
this  Act  at  December  31st,  1971  was  146.  They 'comprised  the  following  categories, 
employing  the  numbers  of  personnel  shown: - 


No.  Registered  No,  of  Persons  Employed 

51  298 

81  •  416 

3  15 

8  83 

3  19 

146  831 

(Males  367  ’  Females  464) 

It  must  be  noted  that  these  figures  do  not  include  offices  within 
factories,  Crown  or  nationalised  industry  properties,  or  local  government 
offices  within  the  urban  district  as  these  are  registrable  with  II. M.  Factory 
Inspectorate. 


Class  of  Premises 

Offices: 

Retail  Shops: 

Wholesale  Shops  and 
Warehouses: 

Catering  establishments 
and  Canteens: 

Fuel  Storage  Depots: 
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A  total  of  140  visits  and  inspections  were  made  to  registered  premises 
during  the  year.  Minor  contraventions,  17  in  number  all  received  prompt 
attention  from  the  respective  managements.  No  major  contraventions  were 
noted  and  no  prosecutions  necessary.  . 

Two  minor  accidents  were  reported  and  investigated,  followed  by  re¬ 
commendations  to  managements  in  each  case. 


NOISE 


Several  complaints  were  received  concerning  noise  said  to  cause  annoyance 
to  residents.  All  were  investigated  and  a  degree  of  noise  nuisance  confirmed 
in  three  of  them.  In  each  case  the  complaints  concerned  high  pitched  noises  at 
night  from  machinery  in  operation  and  the  pick-up  and  off-loading  of  heavy 
materials.  A  fourth  case  concerned  the  continuous  barking  of  dogs  shut  in  daily 
during  their  owners  absence. 

Warnings  were  again  issued  in  a  number  of  cases  where  mechanical  breakers 
and  compressors  ’were  used  without  adequate  muffling  or  shielding.  No  formal 
action  under  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960  was  necessary  however. 

Further  noise  measurement  equipment  has  been  purchased,  to  extend  the  scope 
of  investigations  and  the  validity  of  results. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  PREVENTION 


Daily  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  recordings  are  maintained  and  the  records 
forwarded  to  the  Fuel  Research  Station  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and 
Industrial  Research  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Survey.  No  significant  degree 
of  pollution  has  been  noted,  but  the  need  remains  to  prevent  any  increase  in 
average  concentration.  This  has  been  assisted  during  recent  years  by  the  radical 
change  from  solid  fuels  to  other  forms  of  heating  in  the  older  properties,  while 
at  the  same  time  the  newly  developing  estates  are  mainly  "smokeless",  most  of  the 
houses  currently  being  built  being  centrally  heated.  Of  these,  the  majority  to  date 
use  g-°r  or  electrical  installations,  and  this  contributes  to  a  lowering  of  both 
smok ?  and  sulphur  dioxide  output  of  the  community.  In  the  growing  industrial  area 
of  the  town  the  use  of  solid  fuels  is  insignificant,  though  the  industrial  concerns 
use  a  higher  proportion  of  oil-fired  appliances. 

All  industrial  furnaces  and  boiler  installations  are  inspected  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Acts,  and  chimney  heights  for  nev;  premises 
are  assessed  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
Memorandum.  Since  1969  ail  commercial  or  industrial  furnace  installations 
have  had  to  receive  prior  approval  of  the  local  authority  and  are  subject  to 
appropriate  conditions  for  the  prevention  of  air  pollution-. 

The  following  is  a  summary  01  the  action  under  the  Clean  Air  Acts  1996-68 
during  the  year:- 

1.  Dark  smoke  (section  1): 

(a)  Contraventions  recorded 

(b)  Remedied  by  informal  action 


3 

2 
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2.  Grit  and  dust  (section  2): 

(a)  Emissions:  Contraventions  recorded  1 

(b)  Arrestment  plant  plans  submitted  1 

(c)  Arrestment  plant  plans  approved  1 

3.  Furnaces  (section  3)'* 

(a)  Applications  for  approval  5 

(b)  Applications  granted  5 

4.  Chimney  heights  (section  6) 

(a)  Applications  8 

(b)  Alterations  required  in  5 

(c)  Number  finally  approved  8 

5.  Smoke  control  (domestic):  No  smoke  control  areas  have  been 

declared  in  the  Urban  District. 


Odour  Emission 


Increasing  public  awareness  of  and  sensitivity  to  industrial  odours  has 
made  only  too  clear  the  inadequacy  of  existing  control  measures.  Reports  of 
public  concern  and  disquiet  at  ineffective  attempts  to  reduce  annoyance  from 
this  type  of  pollution  have  increased,  and  at  the  present  time  a  Department  of 
the  Environment  Working  Party  is  considering  the  extent  of  the  problem  and  what 
should  be  recommended  to  deal  with  it.  Consciousneso  cf  the  need  has  already 
activated  a  number  of  specialist  firms  in  the  chemical  and  combustion  engineering 
fields  to  proffer  specialist  services,  but  it  is  surprisingly  difficult  to  find 
fully  satisfactory  answers  to  the  highly  technical  problems  that  these  emissions 
often  represent. 

< 

The  Wit ham  Urban  District  can  claim  some  expertise  if  no  great  success  in 
this  matter.  In  recent  years  the  Council's  officers  -  mainly  the  Public  Health 
Department , have 'been  called  upon  to  attempt  to  bring  about  the  elimination  of 
several  difficult  types  of  industrial  odour  and  a  very  great  deal  of  investigation 
and  research  has  been  done.  To  give  them  their  due,  the  firms  concerned  have 
all  a  greater  or  lesser  extent  co-operated  in  this  and  have  expended  much 
time  and  money  in  their  own  research  and  in  various  control  installations.  In 
most  cases  considerable  improvement  has  resulted  but  in  none  has  complete  success 
yet  been  achieved. 

In  one  case,  that  of  a  local  old  established  Mailings,  which  commenced  to 
operate  a  barley  "roasthouse"  in  1969,  resulting  in  widespread  complaint  from 
the  town's  residents  concerning  the  process  odour,  the  Council  felt .  constrained 
to  ask  for  enforcement  procedure  by  the  Planning  Authority  to  achieve  observance 
of  a  condition  governing  smell  and  other  nuisance  control  which  had  been  attached 
to  the  planning  pe^misoion  for  the  new  venture.  The  Company's  appeal  against  the 
enforcement  proposals  and  against  the  planning  condition,  will  be  heard  at  a 
public  inquiry  early  in  1972. 
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REGISTRATION  AND  LICENSING  OF  SPECIAL  PREMISES 

Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  registrations  and  licensing,  and  periodic 
revisits,  are  also  carried  out  in  respect  of  the  following: - 


Statute 

No.  of  Registrations 

(i) 

Rag  Flock  Act  1961 

2 

(ii) 

Pet  Animals  Act  1964 

1 

(iii) 

Riding  Establishments  Act  1963 

1 

(iv) 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  1964 

2 

(v) 

The  Game  Act  1831 

2 

Supervision  is  also  maintained  of  waste  food  collectors  operating  in  the 
Witham  Urban  District,  but  who  are  licensed  in  other  districts* 


' 


